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CULTIVATING THE CREATIVE ECONOMY:  Columbus City 

Council’s initiative to maximize investment in the arts community is well 

underway.  In May, Council hosted a public meeting to unveil the Creative 

Columbus Policy Steering Committee’s report on arts funding.  This 

August, the Greater Columbus Arts Council (GCAC)—in partnership with 

City Council—will host a public meeting with Artspace, a nationally 

recognized non-profit real estate developer for the arts community.  The 

meeting is part of a larger GCAC and City Council effort to increase homes and work spaces for 

local artists.  During their visit to Columbus, Artspace will conduct a feasibility study of a new 

multi-purpose arts facility.  On tonight’s agenda, Development Committee Chair Maryellen 

O’Shaughnessy will sponsor ordinance 1221-2007, which will provide the funding to carry out 

the feasibility study ($7,500).  As part of their research, Artspace will include the viability of 

affordable artist live/work projects in Columbus.   

 

E-TICKET INNOVATION:  In an ongoing effort to increase efficiency between the Columbus 

Division of Police and the Franklin County Municipal Court, Judiciary and Court Administration 

Committee Chair Hearcel F. Craig is sponsoring ordinance 1005-2007.  This legislation will 

authorize funding for a new e-ticket pilot program, with five police cruisers initially equipped to 

issue traffic citations from their mobile computers ($54,998.61).  This new program will help 

officers complete traffic citations in less than 60 seconds, allowing them to move on to other 

police business more quickly.  In addition, the e-ticket application will enhance communication 

between the Franklin County Municipal Court, the Bureau of Criminal Identification & 

Investigation and the Bureau of Motor Vehicles by enabling the immediate transfer of 
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information.  Recently, Councilmember Craig also sponsored legislation to advance the Court’s 

electronic imaging project.  This project will create digital images of millions of court 

documents, which will be readily accessible to Columbus police through a database. 

 

E-GOV INITIATIVE:  The city is continuing to improve its Web-based service program called 

“E-Gov”.  Administration Committee Chair Priscilla R. Tyson is sponsoring ordinance 1226-

2007 that will authorize spending of $200,000 so the Department of Technology can enter into a 

contract with COMSYS for professional services associated with migrating existing data to a 

new web environment.  The move will bring Columbus’ web hosting in-house. 

 

HELPING THE HOMELESS:  City Council 

continues their concerted efforts to transition 

Columbus’ homeless residents from the streets 

to permanent housing.  Friends of the 

Homeless (FOH), a non-profit multi-service 

agency that serves homeless individuals and 

families, shares in Council’s vision.  As a 

partner agency of the Columbus Community 

Shelter Board, FOH has made it their mission 

to meet the needs of individuals experiencing a 

housing crisis.  Health, Housing, and Human Services Chair Charleta B. Tavares will sponsor 

ordinance 1200-2007 to provide $113,947 from the 2007 Capital Improvements Budget for the 

rehabilitation of the Friends of the Homeless Emergency Shelter.  The renovation project will 

include the HVAC, fire alarm and security systems, plumbing and repair to the overall building.  

These critical restorations will increase the safety of those who utilize the facility. (Pictured: 

Emergency Shelter – 924 E. Main Street) 

 

FIGHTING METAL THEFT:  When it comes to metal, thieves know no bounds.  Whether it’s 

stealing car engines from a repair shop or stripping copper wire from a church, metal thieves 

have gone unrestrained for far too long.  Through the combined efforts of City Council, the 

Department of Public Safety, the Columbus City Attorney, the Columbus Division of Police, 

theft victims, community and industry leaders, Safety Committee Chair Andrew J. Ginther has 

crafted model legislation for the state and nation that will establish licensing, record-keeping and 

retention period requirements for scrap metal dealers. Ordinance 0441-2207 will assist law 

enforcement and scrap metal dealers in ensuring that motor vehicles and metal sold as scrap are 

legitimately owned by the seller and are not stolen property.   
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ROOF REPAIRS FOR FIRE STATION 2:  A Columbus fire station is about to get a new 

roof.  Ordinance 1122-2007 sponsored by Finance Chair Kevin L. Boyce will install a new roof 

for Fire Station No. 2, 150 East Fulton Street.  The current roof is approximately 15 years old 

and leaks.  The contact is being awarded to the most responsive and responsible bidder, General 

Maintenance and Engineering Co. for the amount of $232,193.00.  The roof will include a two 

year workmanship guarantee from the contractor and a 30 year workmanship and material 

guarantee from the manufacturer. 

 

FIRE FIGHTER GRADUATION:  Columbus City Council President Michael C. Mentel will 

be one of the featured speakers during the graduation ceremony for the latest fire fighter class of 

The Columbus Division of Fire.  The ceremony will take place Friday, July 27, 2007 at 1:00 pm.  

The public is invited to attend the ceremony in the Maurice Gates Gymnasium of the Division of 

Fire Training Center, 3639 Parsons Ave. 
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